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What would it look like if God ruled the world? Some governments claim 

God’s authority and they do bad things in God’s name. That’s not what I’m 

talking about. What if it was actually God who ruled? What if God were 

King? What would that kingdom be like?  

 

Of course this past week there were lots of celebrations for Independence day. 

Most citizens of the US can tell you something about what it means to be a 

citizen. It means having some measure of freedom. It means having a vote in a 

representative government, the expectation that one is innocent until proven 

guilty and other such things. 

 

Well what about God’s kingdom? What does it mean to be a citizen of the 

Kingdom of God? What are the characteristics of the places and people who 

are under the rule of God? 

 

That is precisely the question that Jesus ends up answering as he sends his 

disciples out in Luke chapter 10.  

 

Jesus sends his disciples out with no bag, no purse, and no sandals. Why? 

Because God’s kingdom is not about independence, it’s about dependence… 

dependence on a loving God who will provide for all your needs as you are 

actively engaged in the work you’ve been called you to do. 

 

Jesus sends his disciples out bringing peace. Why? Because God’s kingdom is 

a kingdom of peace with God and with others. And citizens of God’s kingdom 

bring the peace of God with them wherever they go. 

 

Jesus sends his disciples out to heal. Why? It seems that for Jesus, healing is 

part of the good news that God’s kingdom is coming. It points toward the time 

when God’s kingdom will come in its fullness and everyone will be healed. 

As it says at the end of the Bible in Revelation chapter 21, “Death will be no 

more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more.”  
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So back to the original question: What would it look like if God ruled the 

world? It would be a world with healing. It would be a world with peace. It 

would be a world with everyone living in a loving relationship with God as 

provider.  

 

That sounds like good news to me. But actually, God being king isn’t good 

news for everyone. If God is king, then you aren’t, whoever you are. You are 

not in charge, God is. God calls the shots. In God’s Kingdom, what God 

decrees is law. 

 

Maybe now you can see the potential problem. If my will isn't in line with 

God's will, then I'm not going to be happy in God's kingdom, because in God's 

kingdom, God's will will be done, not mine. There’s a conflict. If I choose to 

go after my own desires instead of God's, it’s as if I'm setting up my own 

kingdom that’s in rebellion against God’s kingdom. (And how often have I 

done exactly that?) We pray "thy kingdom come [and] thy will be done." 

Jesus taught his disciples to seek God’s kingdom, not their own rule-- God’s 

will, not their own. 

 

Mark 1:14-15 is the very very beginning of Jesus’ ministry. In the Common 

English Bible, it says, “Jesus came into Galilee announcing God’s good news, 

saying, “Now is the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change your hearts 

and lives, and trust this good news!” 

 

It’s like Jesus is describing how to receive a passport to enter the kingdom of 

God, and everyone has what it takes to apply. All can become citizens in this 

kingdom. All that’s needed is to turn away from the old kingdom-- where we 

try to be in charge and get our way -- and turn toward God. Jesus takes care of 

the rest. Jesus has provided a way for you and for me to enter into this 

kingdom. 

 



3 

Every Christian is like an outpost of the kingdom of God on foreign soil. 

And so one person at a time, the territory of God’s kingdom expands. 

 

The one person that it starts with is Jesus.  He starts small: one by one he 

gathers 12 disciples. He wants to teach them not only to announce good news 

but to become good news. In Luke chapter 9, Jesus sends them out. It says, 

“He sent them out to proclaim God’s kingdom and to heal the sick.”  

 

The Twelve are sent out in mission, and it seems to go quite well. It says, 

“They departed and went through the villages proclaiming the good news and 

healing people everywhere.” 

 

But Twelve really isn’t enough. There are so many people that need to hear 

the good news about God’s Kingdom which has come near through Jesus. It’s 

an announcement too important not to make. People are experiencing 

forgiveness as they turn toward God. They’re experiencing healing and peace. 

This is news that’s too good not to share.  

 

And so Jesus sends out more of his followers. In Luke 10 it’s some 70 

disciples that are sent. Jesus says, “The harvest is bigger than you can 

imagine, but there are few workers.” I love this, because 70 people sounds like 

a lot to me, but Jesus calls them “few.”  

 

Imagine the scene. There are 70 people standing in front of Jesus who are 

willing to go out with the message of the Kingdom of God with nothing more 

than the clothes on their backs. 70 people who are willing to lay it all down 

for the message of Jesus. They’re trained and equipped by Jesus himself heal 

the sick. 70 people that God will use to heal. Jesus looks out at this group of 

disciples and says, “we need more!...  The harvest is too big. There are too 

many people that need to hear and experience this message.” 
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My brothers and sisters, the harvest is still bigger than you can imagine. It’s 

ripe. It’s just sitting there waiting for you to come bring it in.  

 

 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. The good news is still 

good news. And now, Jesus' sacrificial death has brought about open season 

for citizenship in God’s kingdom. It’s a message that people desperately need 

to hear.  

 

Let me give you one example. A few years ago I met a guy on the street who 

was a brand new believer-- let’s call him Derek. I asked Derek to tell me what 

difference Jesus has made for him. He began to tell me about how a 

relationship in his life went south and it left this gaping hole inside him. The 

hole brought him such pain that he turned to drugs to try to fill it. But of 

course, the drugs took hold of him and wouldn’t let go. Derek began to hurt 

people he loved and things got worse and worse. But then a friend introduced 

him to Jesus. He came to faith and he told me about how God’s grace had 

made him get sober. What Derek said next blew my mind. He said to me, 

“What I’m experiencing now with my faith is 10,000 times better than 

anything I experienced with drugs.” That’s how good the kingdom of God is. 

 

Most of us aren’t addicted to drugs. But many of us still have that hole inside 

us. A wound from a broken relationship that Jesus wants to heal. A strange 

feeling that there must be something more to life when on the outside 

everything looks just fine. A feeling of dissatisfaction when you felt like you 

should have been satisfied. What do you think? Is there more to life than this? 

 

C. S. Lewis, in his book, Mere Christianity, said “If I find in myself a desire 

which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation 

is that I was made for another world.” As humans we were made to live in 

God’s kingdom in a profoundly close relationship with God. 
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Jesus says, “I am the bread of life.” He is the one that promises to satisfy that 

spiritual hunger inside of us. As one great Christian named Saint Augustine 

said to God 1700 years ago, “our hearts our restless until they rest in you.”  

 

Maybe you’re someone that hasn’t found rest in God. God wants to bring you 

rest. The kingdom is near. Jesus is near. And as we seek God's transforming 

Grace, we put ourselves in the places where Jesus has promised to meet us. 

We do the activities in which Jesus has promised to meet us. It's nothing 

complicated. Jesus meets us in our daily time of Bible reading and prayer. 

Jesus meets us through holy communion. Jesus meets us as we serve others. 

God continues to transform lives, to bring people into the kingdom, to pour 

out love and forgiveness and grace.  

 

But if you already know the righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit 

that is the kingdom of God, you understand how much this good news is 

something to be shared. In order for Derek to be transformed by God’s grace, 

somebody had to share the reality of that grace with him. 

 

Think about your friends who don't know Jesus. Your relatives. Your 

neighbors. Your coworkers. There are people who are eager to know that 

through Jesus their sins are forgiven. There are people who are desperate for 

God’s healing. There are people who do not know the transforming power of 

the Holy Spirit. There are people who are fighting against God, but they don’t 

know that through Jesus Christ, God announces peace.  

 

The harvest is still bigger than you can imagine. There are more workers, but 

we need so many more. We need God to send more. Will you be one of them? 

Will you be the answer to the prayers of Jesus and his disciples that God 

would send out more workers?  

As you strive to do that, why not use me as an excuse to invite someone to 

church? “Hey, there’s this new pastor at church, why don’t you come see 



6 

him?” We look for excuses to invite people, and it’s especially easy with 

family members who might not have come for a while.  

 

Entering into the Kingdom of God is so wonderful. Something similarly 

wonderful is leading someone else to enter. To see another person experience 

the joy of the good news is the greatest privilege in the world.  

 

This news that we carry is too good not to share.  

 

As I close, I just want to note that I bet the 70 were scared. They’d been 

hanging out with Jesus for a while, but now Jesus was asking more of them. 

The future was far from known. They didn’t know that they’d be in the Bible. 

They didn’t even know how their little mission trip would go. They didn’t 

know that they’d soon return to Jesus with “joy” and amazement at the 

ministry that is possible in Jesus’ name. 

 

Maybe Catonsville UMC is in a little bit of a similar place to those 70 

disciples. The future is unknown, and it kinda makes you nervous. Is anyone 

else here nervous? (I sure have been!) We're in a new season of kingdom 

mission together.  

 

But this I believe: Jesus thinks that we’re ready. We’re ready for this. We 

don’t know what this new season of mission to our community and our world 

will look like. But Jesus thinks we’re ready for it. And unlike with the 70, he’s 

walking with us the whole way, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 


